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¢eadaron Ice: American ideolagies of Polar

Minnesota: 1993. Pp. 163, $34.95 Y Lisa Bloom. Univare:
Reeding National Geographic. By C a({’hbe{(r)i.n $14.94 (pbk), Iniversity of

nstrument of manipul

semf;s,sn gulture. Objectivity comespa ;g;:

secons :i: ;di:?r Gilbert Grosvenor's
principles’ for an acceptable Geo-
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e Lutz and Jane ¢

. 309, $59.95 (hbk); $19. 95 (pbk). ollins. University of graphic picce. Principle six optable Geo

only what is of a kindly nuturc s

-COOK'Vll:\s aliar and a
was neither™, said Peter Freuch

knew them both in 1909 when m:t;,:;l::
!quabblxng over who, if either, had prior-
ity at the North Pole. He probably had a
point because Peary was certainly reticent

g$.ou? the Eskimo mistress and scveral
children he had left in the far north. His
c_uu!n that “the pole is mine” shr;wed
?nular amnesia about his black compan-
jon }.iensoq whbo stoud at his elbow and the
Eskimos without whom he could not have
pached wherever he was, Peary was
indecd a uniquely awlul man and it 15 such
episodes that bning him into focus as the

main character of Bloom's sincere but at
times rarher convoluted discourse. Thae

alic uffers an analysis of the American
ieology of polar exploration based on sex
adrace as the framework for a eage study
of Peary and the active role of the
National Geographic Society (NGS) in
oting and defending him. However,
the case with which Peary found it
possible to go his ungentlernanly way, his
atrageous arrogance and high self-
asteem made him a very difficult protége.
These books are works of modemn social
athreyology, both centring on assess-
ments of the NGS. Luiz aad Collins go
beyond Bloom's case study to examine the
cultural issues behind the Society's glossy
moduct — the National Geographuc.

Both books deal with fhe rise of the
NS to power. It was powsr achieved in
the main through It use of the latest
sdvances in photographic techniques. It
developed what came to be known a3 the
toguage of the photograph”. This was 3
mhogeor satisfying the requirements of
the 50 pet cent Or s0 of readers who, we
a¢ told, explore the world of the Geng-
mphic no fusther than the sumptuous
ustrations. By filteriag fiction out of its
Mblications it 12id claim to the status ofa
wholarly national institution. Trofferedits

teaders only authentic matetial, claiming,
i the words of ts cditor Wilbur Garretl,
"o give the world what it doesn’t know It
wants yet”. It began to vaunt itelf as an
istrument of government policy,
Wre publisher of a popul
w5 the ideal patron and image-m

Wagt of his claims by the NGS
As for race and sex, the
NGS reflected in Peary's time was of

gentleman, Peary

pot a  Processes
ar magazine. It photographs for which
aker for world famous are 8¢9

i me a ey W
:.holgzlcixe:; ::: ;yecati::: ::yf h?:;:mual world and all that is in i” that the NGS
Qualities but as a result of the ¢ndorse-

An;eﬁca the mores of middle-class
hein government attitudes,

NTURE . VOL366 - 25 NOVEMBER 1993

printed™. Set out in 1915 :
. . feﬂgcmd in the sun't‘ . Ihey are Su"
;?me?. With the lucglef:: tluxrcii:: ",,‘ﬂ?‘;': &".“,ﬂliﬁlly uncomf'olrzt:gl::q;:s:xn:g °',‘,'I§
+ nless it was as a subject . 15 is the third most populs -, an
photographs of bm’tffcaffég"’:}‘;gg the United States, - Ba0ne 0

maidens, !he d' g 'rhe mm lex.

practice the G isplay of which was a and criti dzepd blmél‘gesof the NGS. set out

advance ¢ogta, hic initated well in by L ) oom, are Cﬂlarged on
orotier publications. Such shots f;;ci uts and ‘Colline who provide g

are seen by Bloom. Collins and ! utz as

the photographic processe:

o raphic. Thgy see thi ?fctg?s E::o}
& photography as symptomatic of an
% Institution purporting to promote
2 hur‘namty and  understanding
while holding back truly accurate
apprceciation of non-Western peo-
ples and controversiul issues. All

this in the intcrests of a balanced
or ‘kindly’ imagc. Grosvenor's
rules of 1913 stll apply — no.
where morg so thun on the occa-
sion on which a loincloth did not
provide quits engugh coverage for
the Geographic's sensibility and
“shorts to be added by engraver™
was pencilled on the proofs.

The Geagruphic, us these books

clearly reveal, often leaves out
more than it contains. It Is 2§
uniquely American 3 phe-
nomenon gs Peary and apple-ple.
It scems likely that few of its
many European readers will have
perceived the conflicts simmes-
ing between the familiar yellow
covers that Bloom, Collins and
Lutz expose to view. Many will
probably find these days that
their thoughts on its arrival
turn to reassessing the structural
implications of the ever-growing stack
of those not-to-be-discarded copies In
the attic. .

For Geographic readers with space lni
the attic, these books é!f_errslimul:qng,‘ :
sometimes “over-ong Insights into the®
cultural background and decision-making™
‘ot what; 8y they reveal,” has become: &
_putional " insti ion.* “chgraphtcal

societies would turn into meffec}ual
adventure clubs without substantial links
10 science”, P. Pauly recently reflected on
the position in 1903. For the NGS today,
poised on the divide between science a:g
entertainment,. things have not chang

much.

.t
A thvr

On thin ice? — Peary claimed "the pole is mina”.

iquely emphasizing the essentially
331‘1"?: myale doguinancc of the magazine.
Such dominance is veflected by Melvin
Payne, one-time president of the NGS
who, when faced with 2 photpgraph ofa
partially naked Polynesian 'gu'l“of suspi-
ciously fair complexion said: “We dar-
kencd her down to make her lool‘s more
pative, more valld you might say”. .

The absorbing and lengthy st_udy of
anthropologists Lutz and Collins €x-
amines the NGS largely through the
by which the spectacular
the NGS remains
uired and used.

also show how “the window on the
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